
    

CSL NEWSLETTER – September 2021 
In this Community Service Learning (CSL) newsletter we share exciting and interesting initiatives and developments related to 

CSL. This newsletter keeps you informed, updated and hopefully inspires you for future CSL projects 

U P C O M I N G  P H O T O  E X P O S I T I O N  O N  
L O N E L I N E S S  I N  N I E U W - W E S T  

21 Sep – 17 Oct Sloterplas (near the Meervaart) 

Last year a photo competition was organized by the Knowledge 

Alliance Loneliness to gain attention for loneliness in Nieuw-

West. They set out to visualize loneliness through the eyes of 

residents. Five photos were picked by a jury and the winners 

told their story behind the photo. The five photos and their 

stories will be exhibited outdoors alongside the Sloterplas from 

21 September to 17 October. An additional interactive panel 

invites passers-by to actively think and react to the expo.  
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Check out the new StEER toolbox! 

The Stakeholder Engagement in Education and 

Research (StEER) Toolbox includes stakeholder 

engagement tools to facilitate community 

service learning and other forms of 

collaboration between science and society. 

 

It provides inspiration to lecturers and 

researchers to learn about stakeholder 

engagement of varying degrees in education 

and research. This toolbox has been developed 

in order to support VU Amsterdam’s strategy 

to engage staff and students with the society 

as a whole. We present inspiring examples, 

models and testimonials on societal 

engagement, and provide background material 

and practical tools used by lecturers in their 

engagement activities. This “inspiration” 

toolbox will be useful for those who seek to 

explore the concepts of community service 

learning and participatory engagement in 

education and research. 

Click here for the StEER toolbox 

 C S L  S P O T L I G H T  

K E Y  S T R A T E G I E S  I N  D I S A B I L I T Y  &  N E U R O P A T H Y  

In the bachelor course ‘Key Strategies of Disability and Neuropathy’, students’ partner with community center ‘De 

Gibraltar’. De Gibraltar is a ‘buur-thuis’ (community centre) in the Gibraltar neighborhood in Amsterdam. The 

community centre is located in an inclusive/ wheelchair accessible playground including, for example, a wheelchair 

track, a wheelchair accessible sandbox, a wide slide and more. In addition, the centre organizes activities for both 

children and elderly people such as sports, games and (healthy) cooking. 

In the CSL project students will partner with a disabled person to work together on a so-called ‘photo essay’. In this 

essay the students write about, and together with their partner take pictures providing insight into, the lived 

experience of disabled people. This is a great example of a more inclusive and accessible form of research output 

than an academic essay. 

The aim of the project is that the photo essays fosters in-depth study in the concept of disability and the lived 

experience of persons with disabilities. Moreover, the photo essays will add something new and inspiring to the 

work of Gibraltar. At the end of the course, the photos will be exhibited via a video screening at a local cinema. 

 

 

https://vu.nl/en/about-vu/research-institutes/athena-institute/departments/stakeholder-engagement-in-education-and-research-steer-toolbox

